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Wydville, and although the marriage was secretly per-
formed, it was publicly proclaimed shortly before
Michaelmas, at about the time that the reduction in
weight of the coins was decided upon, and I suggest
that the annulets symbolize the rings used in the old
marriage ceremony, and were introduced as a compliment
to the king and queen. The date of these annulet
groats is proved by their scarcity in the heavy coins,
and by their continuance into the light coinage.

Heavy half-groats with the rose mint-mark are known,
corresponding with all the varieties of the groat to which
I have alluded, although^ in two instances they are
apparently unique. That with the crescent on the
breast I can only trace in the Montagu Collection
(lot 606) from the Shepherd Collection. It is men-
tioned by Hawkins, but, as he implies, the crescent is
doubtful. I myself have the only recorded specimen
with annulets at the sides of the neck. It was formerly
in the Neck and Webb Collections. An example with
the trefoil of pellets on the breast was in the Montagu
Collection (lot 607), and is illustrated in the Sale
Catalogue.

Of heavy pennies with the rose mint-mark none have
been so far published or were supposed to exist, but a
specimen has recently come into my possession which
supplies the missing link. It is of larger size than the
ordinary light pennies of Edward IV, and is of neat
work and well struck. It weighs 13 grains, but has a
small piece broken out of the edge; this takes away
two letters of the legend. If perfect it would have
weighed quite 15 grains. The rose mint-mark is very
perfect, and the inscription on the obverse reads,
DI 6EK B&X 707G . . There are two crosses